PARHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held at The Rackham
Old School on Tuesday 23" September 2025 at 7.30pm

PRESENT: Parish Councillors - Heather Cartwright (Chair), Will Rydon,
Catherine Dugdale, Paul Slimming, Philipa Trumper, Claudia Fisher and Nigel
Dean

Also present -Vicky Spiers (the Clerk) and 3 members of the public

1. Apologies for absence
Apologies noted from Paul Marshall (WSCC councillor) and Len Ellis-Brown, Paul
Clarke and Jon Campbell (HDC councillors).

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda
None.

3. To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council

Meeting held on 8" July 2025
The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed by Heather.

4. Update from District and County councillors
Claudia advised that the planning application for Bax Close (which Parham PC
objected to) was refused but is going to appeal where this might be overturned.

With regards to the Local Government Reorganisation, Claudia advised that
WSCC are submitting a proposal to the Government for one unitary authority
and HDC are submitting a proposal for two unitary councils — one unitary
combining Adur, Arun, Chichester and Worthing and the other unitary combining
Crawley, Horsham, and Mid Sussex.

5. Adjournment to take questions/queries from members of the public

A resident raised the issue of a longstanding problem with a drain/ditch running
down the eastern side of Rackham Street, where water regularly flows onto
the road and freezes in winter. It is thought that there is a pipe running around
the curve to the north of Skinners Cottage, which seems to be blocked, and the
rest is a ditch which runs down to the stream to the south of Rackham Old School.
The resident asked if the parish council could help in ensuring that this drain/ditch
is unclogged and that water runs freely which they feel would reduce the problem
of water running down Rackham Street and would also help ensure that discharges
into the Amberley Wild Brooks are as clean as possible. After discussion it was
resolved that the clerk would contact WS Highways for them to investigate the
possible blocked pipe.

It was also asked if the clerk could contact Highways again regarding the
overgrown hedge along Greatham Lane.

The clerk was asked to contact the owner of Pine Cottage regarding an
overhanging hedge.

Signed: Date: 23" September 2025




6.Current matters — update (a) Traffic Order for reduction of speed along
the B2139

The clerk advised that Matt Gray at WSCC had stated that a whole new application
will need to be completed, together with new evidence from the community that
they support the revised application of 50mph. The clerk had queried this due to
the time involved in the application and that if the community supported 40mph
it was common sense that they would support 50mph.

After a discussion it was agreed for the clerk to approach Cllr Paul Marshall to ask
for his advice as members felt this request from Matt Gray was unreasonable when
many hours had already been spent on the original application, members also
asked the clerk to raise that the speed reduction on the A283 (which despite part
of this road being in Parham parish the council were not consulted on) and also
the reduction in speed limit along Bury Hill, both of which set precedents and have
an impact on the B2139.

7. Clerk’s update and information items
The clerk advised the following:

- There is a SDNPA parish meeting on 15t October, hopefully Philippa or Heather
will be available to attend

- Despite two emails to Parham Estate there had been no response regarding
allowing residents to cycle through the Estate

- On the 8 October there is a town and parish council feedback session being run
by Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

- HDC are running Code of Conduct training on 2" October

- October is budget month for the council, the clerk will prepare the proposed
budget for 2026/27 and bring to the November PC meeting

- Clerk advised that there is currently a lot of training available for the new
Assertion 10 which will appear on the 2025/26 AGAR, this basically covers generic
email addresses, accessibility of council websites, IT policies and GDPR
regulations, after a short discussion the council confirmed they were happy that
they would meet the new Assertions with their current processes.

Signed: Date: 23" September 2025




8. To receive and approve the July and August bank reconciliations: to

approve the financial statement from 9% July to 23" September 2025
(including authorisation for any payments: to note the clerk’s increased
per hour rate as per the Local Government Services pay agreement
2025/26

The Financial statement (as detailed below) was reviewed and approved by
councillors and signed.

Current account balance as at 8th July 2025 £3,361.13

Receipts since 9th July 2025

£ -
f -
Less payments between 9th July to 23rd September 2025
18/07/2025 Lloyds - Account charges 10/6/25 to 9/7/25 4,25
Ms V Spiers - clerk's salary, office expenses and mileage for July and
31/07/2025 back dated pay sector rise from 1st April 462.43
31/07/2025 HMRC - clerk's PAYE for Jul 25 and back dated pay and Employer NI 33.84
18/07/2025 Lloyds - Account charges 10/7/25 to 9/8/25 4.25
29/08/2025 Ms V Spiers - clerk's salary, office expenses and mileage for August 379.87
29/08/2025 HMRC - clerk's PAYE for Aug 25 and back dated pay and Employer NI 11.4
16/09/2025 Lloyds - Account charges 10/8/25 to 9/9/25 4.25
£ 900.29
Current account balance as at 23rd September 2025 £ 2,460.84 |

Payments to be approved at this meeting
None

The July and August 2025 bank reconciliations and bank statements were
reviewed, approved and signed. The council noted the clerk’s increased per hour
rate.

Signed: Date: 23" September 2025




9. To review current Plannlng appllcatlons and discuss that the SDNPA no

The Clerk had emailed Councillors details of the current Planning Applications,
these are as follows:

NEW APPLICATIONS

[sDnp/25/03482/FUL

RSPB - New visitor toilets

To be discussed at PC meetin on 23rd Sept

APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION

Woodsyard, Land East of Rose Cottage, Rackham Road - Change
of use from equestrian to residential with forestry tie, including [PPC felt they could not support mainly due to a lack of
the conversion and rebuild of an old stable block and outbuilding |technical details on the waste and water systems.
SDNP/25/00799/FUL into a single story 2 bedroom home In Progress with SDNPA
The SDNPA Ecology Officer has advised - the site is located
within Parham Park Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
and is within/immediately adjacent to a large parcel of
Ancient replanted Woodland. Therefore, an ecological
impact assessment is required to be carried out to detail the
Northpark Wood - New access for the dispatch of timber via p R R q X X
L i X designated sites, habitats and species to be affected directly
Rackham Street public highway. Including 60m of improvement - R
o N . R and indirectly as a results of the proposals and provide a
to existing forest track with the provision to stack timber. X . L
detailed avoidance and mitigation strategy. As the
submitted site plan indicates tree felling will be required, a
10% net gain in biodiversity will be required, unless any
Biodiversity Net Gain exemptions can be fully justified. IN
SDNP/25/01726/FUL PROGRESS WITH SDNPA

APPLICATIONS DECIDED SINCE LAST MEETING

Agricultural Prior Notification is a process where developers
must inform their local planning authority about certain
agricultural or forestry developments before beginning
work. This allows the authority to assess if "prior approval"

Northpark Wood - Improvement to existing forest tracks and
P P € is needed for the development's siting and design,

rides necessary for accessing restock sites, deer control and i L. . .
¥ & effectively checking if it qualifies as permitted

development. It's not a full planning application, but rather a
notification to ensure the development aligns with
permitted development rights. SDNPA have confirmed that

wider woodland management

SDNP/25/01730/APNR further Prior Approval is required. NOW APPROVED
APPROVED - with conditions that only the barn in the
Link Farm - The storage of bricks currently stored in the open application is used and that the bricks must be moved
SDNP/25/02296/PA3R within an existing barn. within 3 years
|SDNP/25/02401/HOUS |G Springhead Cottages - Single storey rear extension. APPROVED

RSPB - clerk to arrange a site visit.

After discussion it was agreed that the clerk would put details of all planning
applications on the Home page of the website and email the Wiggonholt
Conservation Society.

10. To discuss whether to add an SSL Certificate to the council’s website
It had been noted by a Storrington parish councillor that he had been blocked
from accessing Parham PC'’s website and had suggested to Claudia that the council
obtain an SSL certificate for the website. The clerk has spoken to Vision ICT who
advised they charge £50 + vat per year for this, they advised that these are
usually only for websites that wanted to encrypt data transfer on their websites
(which Parham PC does not do), however, the site is still labelled as ‘Not Secure’
which a SSL certificate would remove, the councillors noted that they were
unhappy with this showing on the official website, it was resolved for the clerk to
contact Vision ICT to express the council’s dissatisfaction to see if they would
include this certificate within the annual price the council currently pay.

Signed: Date: 23" September 2025




11. To receive any updates on external meetings attended by councillors
None

12. To note the date of the next meeting as 11t November 2025
Noted.

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Parham Parish Council
26" September 2025

Signed: Date: 23" September 2025




