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Signed:_______________________________________________ Date: 9th September 2025 

 PARHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held at The Rackham 
Old School on Tuesday 8th July 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors – Heather Cartwright (Chair),  Catherine Dugdale, 
Paul Slimming, Philipa Trumper, Claudia Fisher  and Nigel Dean 

Also present – West Sussex County Councillor Paul Marshall, Vicky Spiers (the 
Clerk) and one member of the public (for part of the meeting) 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies noted and accepted from Will Rydon. Apologies also noted from Len 

Ellis-Brown and Jon Campbell (HDC councillors). 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None. 
 

3. To approve and sign the minutes of the annual Parish Council Meeting 
held on 13th May 2025 

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed by Heather.  
 

4. Update from District and County councillors 
Claudia advised that the next HDC meeting will be held in the Steyning Centre 
on 16th July, Heather advised she would attend. 

 
Paul Marshall provided an update on the Local Government Reorganisation in 

Sussex, WSCC and HDC are working together to look at proposals for the 
geographical structure of the new unitary council, once these are finalised the 
proposals will go out for public engagement with a full public consultation being 

run at later date by the government. 
 

Paul noted that the PC’s TRO for a reduction in speed to 40mph along the B2139 
had been turned down, he suggested the PC considered applying for a TRO for a 
50mph limit. 

 
5. Adjournment to take questions/queries from members of the public 

A resident raised the issue of flooding at the junction of Rackham Road with 
Rackham Street, this is a historical flooding issue and exists mainly due to 
infrastructure under the road not being sufficient for the amount of surface water 

that accumulates following heavy rainfall.  
This has been reported to WS Highways on numerous occasions, in February 2025 

Highways jetted all the pipes (this has previously been done and is only a short-
term resolution). The clerk advised that whilst WSCC as a Lead Local Flood 
Authority have a statutory duty under Section 19 of the Flood & Water 

Management Act 2019 to investigate significant flooding events this investigation 
is only triggered when the flooding affects ten or more properties, which is not the 

case here. 
After discussion, the following was resolved: 

- The resident will speak to a neighbour regarding one of the surrounding 

ditches to see if any remedial actions could be taken by them as a riparian 
owner to divert some of the silt that goes through the underground pipe 

- The clerk will forward details of riparian ownership duties to the resident  
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- The resident will check with their neighbour which ditch belongs to WSCC 
as this needs to be cleared, the clerk will then report to WSCC 

- The clerk will have an informal conversation with Sue Furlonger who heads 
up WSCC Operation Watershed  

 
A resident had emailed the clerk prior to the meeting to ask if the PC would support 
a request to contact Parham House to see if they would consider allowing cyclists 

through their grounds. After a discussion it was agreed that the clerk will email 
Parham House, also asking if pushing a bicycle through the Estate would be 

acceptable. 
 
6.Current matters – update (a) Traffic Order for reduction of speed along 

the B2139   
WSCC have turned down the PC’s TRO application for a reduction in the speed 

limit to 40mph along part of the B2139, they advised that in line with their Speed 
Limit Policy, the route would fall within both 50mph and 40mph categories. 
However, it is noted that for 40mph, routes would need to be identified as high 

risk. They advised the route had recorded a total of thirteen slight collisions and 
seven serious collisions, with speed only being identified as a contributing factor 

in one of the incidents, so concluded, the criteria for a 40mph speed limit were 
not met under their current policy. They suggested that the PC look at reapplying 

with a 50mph limit. 
The PC discussed and also noted that the speed limit for Bury Hill is now reduced 
to 40mph and reflected that this could potentially mean more traffic (especially 

motorbikes) might use the B2139.  
The PC resolved for the clerk to apply for a TRO for a 50mph speed limit. 

 
Claudia also raised the possibility of installing an acoustic camera along this 
stretch of road due to the noise from motorbikes. The clerk advised that in 2022 

there was a trial done by the Department of Transport with four noise cameras 
being placed across England and Wales, Andrew Griffith MP had campaigned for 

one of these to be on the A29 at Bury Hill but was not successful. 
 
7. Clerk’s update and information items  

The clerk advised the following: 
- She would be undertaking the salt bin audit in July 

- The Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP) have agreed that a full 
review of the current Proper Practices (which are the standards for governance 
and accounting that smaller authorities must adhere to) will be undertaken in the 

Autumn  
- There is a HDC Stakeholder briefing on 30th July regarding the Local Government 

reorganisation, the clerk will attend. 
 
8. To receive and approve the May and June bank reconciliations: to 

approve the financial statement from 14th May to 8th July 2025 (including 
authorisation for any payments 

 
The Financial statement (as detailed below) was reviewed and approved by 
councillors and signed.  
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The May and June 2025 bank reconciliations and bank statements were reviewed, 

approved and signed. 
 

9. Annual agreement by council for receipt of agendas by email 
Resolved to approve. 
 

10. To review current Planning applications  
The Clerk had emailed Councillors details of the current Planning Applications, 

these are as follows: 
 

Current account balance as at  14th May 2025 4,716.07£    

Receipts since 14th May 2025

-£              

-£              

Less payments between 14th May to 8th July 2025

16/05/2025 KSS Air Ambulance One off donation 50.00

16/05/2025 Zurich Annual insurance premium 241.00

16/05/2025 Mulberry Annual internal audit 175.50

16/05/2025 Vision ICT Annual cost for 1 email (missed off main invoice) 24.00

19/05/2025 Lloyds Account charge 10/4/25 to 9/5/25 4.25

30/05/2025 Ms V Spiers Clerk's salary, office expenses and mileage for May 25 425.44

30/05/2025 HMRC Clerk's PAYE for May 25 12.60

06/06/2025 Simply Plastics Replacement acrylic panels x2 for telephone kiosk & adhesive 28.76

17/06/2025 Lloyds Account charges 10/5/25 to 9/6/25 4.25

30/06/2025 Ms V Spiers Clerk's salary, office expenses and mileage for June 25 379.94

30/06/2025 HMRC Clerk's PAYE for June 25 9.20

1,354.94£    

Current account balance as at 8th July 2025 3,361.13£    

Payments to be approved at this meeting 

None
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Link Farm – following a site visit in 2023 Heather and Paul raised concerns that 
the number of bricks currently stored in the open would not fit in one barn, 
together with the possibility of seepage from the bricks into the soil due to heavy 

weight of the piles stored. 
6 Springhead Cottages – clerk to arrange a site visit 

 
11. To receive and agree the council’s Fixed Assets Register 
Reviewed and approved by council. 

 
12. To receive and approve the council’s Standing Orders following 

updates from NALC 
Reviewed and approved by council. 
 

13. To receive and approve the council’s Financial Regulation 
Reviewed and approved by council. 

 
14. To receive and approve the council’s IT policy 
Reviewed and approved by council. 

 
 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - 14th May to 8th July  2025

NEW APPLICATIONS

SDNP/25/01726/FUL

Northpark Wood - New access for the dispatch of timber via 

Rackham Street public highway. Including 60m of improvement 

to existing forest track with the provision to stack timber.

The SDNPA Ecology Officer has advised - the site is located 

within Parham Park Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

and is within/immediately adjacent to a large parcel of 

Ancient replanted Woodland. Therefore, an ecological 

impact assessment is required to be carried out to detail the 

designated sites, habitats and species to be affected directly 

and indirectly as a results of the proposals and provide a 

detailed avoidance and mitigation strategy. As the 

submitted site plan indicates tree felling will be required, a 

10% net gain in biodiversity will be required, unless any 

Biodiversity Net Gain exemptions can be fully justified.

SDNP/25/02296/PA3R

Link Farm - The storage of bricks currently stored in the open 

within an existing barn. To be discussed at PC meeting - deadline date 10th July

SDNP/25/02401/HOUS 6 Springhead Cottages - Single storey rear extension. To be discussed at PC meeting - deadline date 17th July

APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION

SDNP/25/00799/FUL

Woodsyard, Land East of Rose Cottage, Rackham Road - Change 

of use from equestrian to residential with forestry tie, including 

the conversion  and rebuild of an old stable block and outbuilding 

into a single story 2 bedroom home

PPC felt they could not support mainly due to a lack of 

technical details on the waste and water systems.                 

In Progress with SDNPA

APPLICATIONS DECIDED SINCE LAST MEETING

SDNP/25/01730/APNR

Northpark Wood -  Improvement to existing forest tracks and 

rides necessary for accessing restock sites, deer control and 

wider woodland management

Agricultural Prior Notification is a process where developers 

must inform their local planning authority about certain 

agricultural or forestry developments before beginning 

work. This allows the authority to assess if "prior approval" 

is needed for the development's siting and design, 

effectively checking if it qualifies as permitted 

development. It's not a full planning application, but rather a 

notification to ensure the development aligns with 

permitted development rights.  SDNPA hve confirmed that 

further Prior Approval is required
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15. To receive any updates on external meetings attended by councillors 
Heather attend the annual HALC and HDC meeting, minutes have been circulated 

to the council. It was noted that HDC are compiling a list of assets held in each 
Parish, PC’s will have the opportunity to apply to take over these assets from HDC 

when the Devolution process has been completed. There are no such assets in 
Parham Parish. 
 

Heather attended an Afternoon Reception held by The Bishop of Chichester for 
civic representatives, Military, the NHS and Emergency Services in the Garden of 

the Bishop’s Palace. 
 
 

20. To note the date of the next meeting as 9th September 2025 
Noted. 

 
 
 

The Chair closed the meeting at 8.50pm. 
 

 
 

 
Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Parham Parish Council   
9th July 2025 


