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 PARHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the annual Meeting of the Parish Council held at The Rackham 
Old School on Tuesday 13th May 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors – Heather Cartwright (Chair), Will Rydon, 
Catherine Dugdale, Paul Slimming, Philipa Trumper and Nigel Dean 

Also present – Vicky Spiers (the Clerk)  
 

1. To Elect a Chair for the ensuing year and signing of Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office 
Heather was duly elected and signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 

 
2. To Elect a Vice-Chair for the ensuing year and signing of Declaration of 

Acceptance of Office 
Will was duly elected and signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 

3. Apologies for absence 
Apologies noted and accepted from Claudia Fisher.  Apologies also noted from 

Paul Marshall and Paul Clarke. 
 

4. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None. 
 

5. To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council 
Meeting held on 11th March 2025 

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed by Heather.  
 
6. Update from District and County councillors 

No councillors present at the meeting. 
 

7. Adjournment to take questions/queries from members of the public 
None 
 

8. To approve any appointments/changes to the planning committee and 
to approve a representative from the council for WSALC and HALC 

Resolved no changes to the members of the planning committee and that Heather 
would continue as the PC’s representative for WSALC and HALC. 
 

9.Current matters – update (a) Re-location of parish noticeboard – Heather 
advised that the noticeboard located at the entrance to Springhead was 

unfortunately beyond repair, the PC do not have the funds to replace. Heather will 
arrange for it to be removed  
(b) Traffic Order for reduction of speed along the B2139 – with regards to 

a request on Gaggle for community support for the PC’s TRO application, the clerk 
confirmed she had received 190 emails, of which 5 were deleted due to their 

obnoxious content, 15 emails were received against the PC’s application and 170 
emails in support – these included support from West Sussex County Councillor 
Paul Marshall, HDC councillors Jon Campbell, Claudia Fisher and Joan Grech and 

Storrington & Sullington PC.  Two phone calls of support had also been received. 
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The clerk advised that a post had been placed on a local Facebook group (without 
the Parish Council’s knowledge/consent) asking for support for the TRO, however 

the post failed to mention that this is just the initial application where the PC need 
to show community support, if the application meets WSCC criteria and is 

progressed then a full public consultation will be done by WSCC where everyone’s 
views will be taken into account. 
The clerk advised she will be submitting the application by the end of the month 

and should have an update at the July meeting. 
 

10. Clerk’s update and information items  
The clerk advised the following: 
- she had spoken with Steve Trott, the Amberley PC clerk, regarding the B2139, 

Steve advised that he had been in communication with Steve O’Connell who heads 
the Sussex Police Road Safety Team, including all the Sussex Community 

Speedwatch Groups.  There may be the possibility of applying for a Road Safety 
Audit for the B2139, Amberley PC are going ahead with this application, it was 
resolved that Parham PC offer their full support and are happy to be involved in 

the application 
- under the 2025 Practitioner’s Guide it is now a legal requirement for all PC’s to 

have a IT policy, the clerk will draft one and bring to council for their agreement 
at the July PC meeting 

- an email had been received from Police Constable Jenny Edge (the Rural Crime 
Team Co-ordinator) advising they are launching a Street Surgery initiative to give 
residents a chance to meet with rural crime team members and raise any 

concerns. The clerk confirmed that she has responded confirming that the PC 
would be interested in joining a neighbouring parish event 

- unfortunately 2 panels of the telephone kiosk have now been damaged, resolved 
that the clerk would arrange a repair 
 

11. To receive and approve the March and April 2025 bank reconciliations: 
to approve the financial statement from 12th March to 13th May 2025 

(including authorisation for any payments): to note the actual payments 
against budget at YE 31.03.25: To agree the 2025/26 insurance premium 
 

The Financial statement (as detailed below) was reviewed and approved by 
councillors and signed.  
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The March and April 2025 bank reconciliations and bank statements were 

reviewed, approved and signed. 
The council noted the actual payments against budget as at 31.03.25.  The council 

approved the annual insurance premium of £241 with Zurich and noted that there 
had not been an increase. 
 

12. To review a donation request from KSS Air Ambulance Charity 
The council resolved to donate £50, clerk to arrange. 

 
13. To review current Planning applications and to formally note the 
meeting minutes from the Woodsyard site visit on 05/04/2025 by 

members of the planning committee 
The Clerk had emailed Councillors details of the current Planning Applications, 

these are as follows: 
 

PARHAM PARISH COUNCIL – FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR PERIOD  12.03.25 to 13.05.25

Current account balance as at  12th March 2025 2,624.67£    

Receipts since 12th March 2025

28/04/2025 HDC 1st instalment of Precept 3,687.50£     

3,687.50£    

Less payments between 12th March and 13th May 2025

13/03/2025 ICO Annual fee  47.00£          

17/03/2025 WSALC Update on Planning for clerk 48.00£          

18/03/2025 Lloyds Account charge 10/1/25 to 9/2/25 4.25£            

20/03/2025 Parham PCC Donation (to go towards roof repairs) 100.00£        

31/03/2025 Ms V Spiers Clerk's March salary, office expenses and mileage 361.05£        

31/03/2025 HMRC Clerk's tax for March 2025 76.20£        

01/04/2025 HDC Annual charge for emptying of dog bins  £        169.00 

04/04/2025 WSALC Annual subscription for WSALC and NALC  £          83.98 

15/05/2024 Vision ICT Annual email hosting  £        168.00 

22/04/2025 Lloyds Account charge 10/2/25 to 9/3/25 4.25£            

30/04/2025 Ms V Spiers Clerk's salary, office expenses and mileage for April 2025  £        494.59 

30/04/2025 HMRC Clerk's tax and Employer NI for April 2025  £          39.78 

1,596.10£    

Current account balance as at 13th May 4,706.07£    

Payments to be approved at this meeting 

Zurich Annual insurance premium 241.00£        

Mulberry Internal Audit fee 175.50£        

Vision ICT 1 Email address - annual fee (missed off main invoice) 24.00£          

241.00£        
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The council resolved that the meeting minutes from the Woodsyard site visit are 

noted as a formal record, the clerk has added them to the website under 
‘Additional Documents’ for the meeting. 

 
14. To review and approve the Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 
The council reviewed the audit report and were pleased with the findings and 

thanked the clerk.  The clerk advised that there were a couple of minor findings 
that she will add to the July meeting agenda. 

 
15. To review and approve the Certificate of Exemption 2024/25 on the 
Annual Governance &  Accountability Return 2024/25 

Reviewed and approved by council, signed by Heather. 
 

16. To review and approve the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 on 
the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2024/25 
Reviewed and approved by council, signed by Heather. 

 
17. To review and approve the Accounting Statements 2024/25 on the 

Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2024/25 
Reviewed and approved by council, signed by Heather. 

 
18. To review a request from HDC to sign a Declaration for River Recovery 
Reviewed and resolved that the PC would support HDC’s Declaration, clerk to 

inform HDC. 
 

19. To receive any updates on external meetings attended by councillors 
None 
 

20. To note the date of the next meeting as 8th July 2025 
Noted. 

 
 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm. 
 

 
 
 

Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Parham Parish Council   
14th May 2025 

NEW APPLICATIONS

None

APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION

SDNP/25/00799/FUL

Woodsyard, Land East of Rose Cottage, Rackham Road - Change 

of use from equestrian to residential with forestry tie, including 

the conversion  and rebuild of an old stable block and outbuilding 

into a single story 2 bedroom home

PPC felt they could not support mainly due to a lack of 

technical details on the waste and water systems.                 

In Progress with SDNPA

APPLICATIONS APPROVED SINCE LAST MEETING

SDNP/24/02058/FUL

Rspb, Wiggonholt - Ecological enhancements of RSPB 

Pulborough Brooks through the installation of 4

hydrological control structures, replacing or complementing 

existing ones Approved at SDNPA Planning meeting on 13th March 


