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 PARHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held at The Rackham 
Old School on Tuesday 21st January 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
PRESENT: Parish Councillors – Heather Cartwright (Chairman), Will Rydon, 
Catherine Dugdale and Philipa Trumper  

Also present – Vicky Spiers (the Clerk)  
 

1. Apologies for absence 
Apologies noted and accepted from Paul Slimming, Claudia Fisher and Nigel 
Dean.  Apologies also noted from Paul Marshall, Paul Clarke, Jon Campbell and 

Len Ellis-Brown. 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None. 
 

3. To approve and sign the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council 
Meeting held on 12th November 2024 

The minutes were confirmed as a true record and signed by Heather.  
 

4. Update from District and County councillors 
Prior to the meeting Paul Marshall had advised the clerk that if councillors would 
like, he would arrange for an online meeting for him to update the council on the 

expression of interest WSCC have submitted (together with ESCC and Brighton & 
Hove City Council) to be considered for the Government’s Devolution Priority 

Programme indicating support for a Sussex Mayoral Strategic Authority. 
 
5. Adjournment to take questions/queries from members of the public 

None 
 

6.Current matters – update (a) Re-location of parish noticeboard – Heather 
has identified some possible locations and will forward the photos onto the clerk 
for her to take forward with Parham House (b) Potential Traffic Order for reduction 

of speed along the B2139 – the clerk confirmed she had contacted WSCC for a 
preliminary discussion prior to an application being submitted, she is awaiting a 

response.  Heather advised that she had spoken to Springhead Estates regarding 
the stretch of road along the B2139 near the Rackham turning that has broken up 
along the edge, Springhead have advised that their land starts from the hedge 

and that the tarmac has deteriorated due to lorries going over the white line and 
creating trenches etc, council resolved for the clerk to report this to WS Highways. 

 
7. Clerk’s update and information items  
- The clerk asked for council approval to report the flooding at the junction 

between Rackham Street and Rackham Road to the new Parish council specific 
drainage issues email – council resolved for the clerk to action, it was noted that 

this is a new endeavour by WSCC and their focus is on where the flooding causes 
damage to properties but council thought it was worth trying this route 
- clerk confirmed that she will order a piece of acrylic for the telephone kiosk and 

arrange a repair 
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8. To receive and approve the November and December 2024 bank 
reconciliations; approve the financial statement from 13th November 2024 

to 21st January 2025; council to note that from February 2025 the clerk 
will be changing salary payments to monthly 

The Financial statement (as detailed below) was reviewed and approved by 
councillors and signed.  

 
 

The November and December 2024 bank reconciliations and bank statements 
were reviewed, approved and signed. 

The council noted and approved that the clerk will now make her salary payments 
monthly. 
 

9. To review and agree the draft 2025/26 Budget and Precept 
The council resolved to approve the 2025/26 Budget as circulated by the clerk 

prior to the meeting. 
The Band D Precept has increased from £45.90 to ££56.38 per annum. 
 

10. To review the current planning applications 
The Clerk had emailed Councillors details of the current Planning Applications, 

these are as follows: 
 

 
 
 
11. Annual review of the council’s Standing Orders 

Reviewed and approved, council noted there had been no changes. 
 

 
 

Current account balance as at 12th November 2024 £5,648.17

Receipts since 12th November 2024

None

-£              

Less payments between 13th November 2024 to 21st January 2025

13/11/2024 V Spiers - clerk's salary, office expenses and mileage for Oct & Nov 2024 675.35£        

13/11/2024 HMRC - clerk's income tax for Oct & Nov 2024 150.20£        

13/11/2024 APC - reimbursement for printing costs 9.99£            

13/11/2024 V Spiers - reimbursement for materials for broken glass in telephone kiosk 17.95£          

13/11/2024 Defibrillator shop - new pads 70.74£          

09/12/2024 Currys - (reimbursed to V Spiers) new laptop 499.97£        

16/12/2024 Microsoft 365 reimbursed to V Spiers 59.99£          

18/12/2024 McAfee Anti Virus (reimbursed to V Spiers) 14.99£          

20/12/2024 Amberley PC - 2 reams of printer paper 8.00£            

15/01/2025 Amazon - stationery (reimbursed to V Spiers) 5.99£            

15/01/2025 Amazon - stationery (reimbursed to V Spiers) 5.69£            

1,518.86£    

£4,129.31 SUB TOTAL (as at  12th Nov 2024)

Less payments to be approved at this meeting :

V Spiers - salary, office expenses and mileage for Dec 24 to Jan 25 605.81

HMRC - clerk's PAYE for Dec 24 and Jan 25 132.80

738.61£        

Current account balance available after all payments as above made 3,390.70£    

APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION

SDNP/24/02058/FUL

Rspb, Wiggonholt - Ecological enhancements of RSPB 

Pulborough Brooks through the installation of 4

hydrological control structures, replacing or complementing 

existing ones Application has been called in by SDNPA - In Progress

SDNP/24/04105/HOUS

Meadow Cottage , 7 Rackham Street, Rackham, - Demolition of 

the front porch, rear bay window and part demolition of the rear 

side wall with proposed front porch, and single storey side 

extension 

Re-submission of SDNP/24/01602/HOUS with a smaller 

extension - PPC comments as before - Pending with SDNPA
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12. Annual review of the council’s Financial regulations 
Reviewed and approved, noting the one change in respect of the clerk having 

delegated authority to pay her salary monthly. 
 

13. To receive any updates on external meetings attended by councillors 
Claudia and Philippa had met with a resident in December to discuss about how 
to inform Parham Parish landowners about Biodiversity Net Gain credits, Claudia 

is arranging a follow up meeting in the Spring to take this forward. 
 

14. To note the date of the next meeting as 11th March 2025 
Noted. 
 

 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8pm. 
 
 

 
 

 
Vicky Spiers - Clerk to Parham Parish Council   

27th January 2025 


